THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

occasion here we have probably not so much
the notion of a chthonic deity, as a relic of the
simple practices of an early agricultural age, when
the crops were stored underground The beasts
who had taken part m the harvest were released
from their labours during the day, and were
decorated with flowers the festival included a
race of mules, the regular Italian beasts of burden
Four days after this general festivity occurred
the second harvest-ceremony of the Opiconsivia,
held in the shrine (sacramum) of the Regia, and
attended only by the pont^fex maximus and the
Vestal virgins This is clearly the state-harvest
of the regal period, the symbolic storing of the
state-crops in the sacred storehouse of the palace
by the king and his daughters Both festivals
are significant, and we shall meet with Consus
and Ops again m close connection in December
The Portunaha, of the 17th may have been
another harvest-home, if we can believe the old
authorities, who tell us that Portunus was a ' god
of doors (portae)

The Vinaha Rust^ca, of August 19 we cannot
sufficiently interpret through lack of information
it cannot, of course, have been the festival of the
vintage, for it is too early. it may have been a
propitiatory ceremony for the ripening grapes, m
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